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36 CFR Ch. XII (7–1–98 Edition)§ 1260.10

Subpart A—Mandatory Review of
Classified U.S. Government
Originated Information and
Foreign Government Informa-
tion Provided to the United
States in Confidence

§ 1260.10 NARA action.
(a) Information less than 30 years old.

NARA shall promptly acknowledge re-
ceipt of a request for mandatory review
of classified U.S. Government origi-
nated information, and within 30 cal-
endar days of receipt of the request,
shall forward the request, with copies
of the documents containing the re-
quested information, to the agency
that originated the information or to
the agency that the Archivist deter-
mines has primary subject matter in-
terest. With respect to foreign govern-
ment information, the request and cop-
ies of the documents shall be forwarded
to the agency which initially received
or classified the information. If unable
to identify that agency, NARA shall
forward the request to the agency
which has primary subject matter in-
terest. NARA shall inform the re-
quester that referrals have been made
to the appropriate Government agency.

(b) Information more than 30 years old.
NARA shall acknowledge receipt of a
request for mandatory review of classi-
fied U.S. Government originated infor-
mation or foreign government informa-
tion which NARA may review for de-
classification using systematic review
guidelines, and within 60 days of re-
ceipt of the request shall act upon it
and notify the requester of the action
taken. If additional time is necessary
to make a declassification determina-
tion, NARA shall notify the requester
of the time needed to process the re-
quest. Except in unusual cir-
cumstances, NARA will make a final
determination within 1 year of the re-
ceipt of the request. Information which
NARA may not declassify using the
systematic review guidelines will be
promptly forwarded, with copies of the
documents containing the requested in-
formation, to the responsible agency.
NARA shall inform the requester that
referrals have been made to the appro-
priate Government agency.

[51 FR 22076, June 18, 1986]

§ 1260.12 Agency action.

Upon receipt of a request for manda-
tory review of classified U.S. Govern-
ment originated information or foreign
government information forwarded by
NARA, the originating or responsible
agency shall:

(a) Either make a prompt declas-
sification determination and notify
NARA accordingly, or inform NARA of
the additional time needed to process
the request. NARA will inform the re-
quester of the agency action. Except in
unusual circumstances, agencies shall
make a final determination within one
year.

(b) Notify NARA of any other agency
to which it forwarded the request in
those cases requiring the declassifica-
tion determination of another agency.

(c) Return to NARA a complete copy
of each declassified document with the
agency determination. NARA will for-
ward the reproduction to the requester.
When a request cannot be declassified
in its entirety, the agency must also
furnish NARA, for transmission to the
requester, the following:

(1) A brief statement of the reasons
the requested information cannot be
declassified; and

(2) A statement of the requester’s
right to appeal within 60 calendar days
of receipt of the denial; the procedures
for taking such action; and the name,
title, and address of the appeal author-
ity.

(d) The agency appellate authority
shall make a determination within 30
working days following receipt of an
appeal. If additional time is required to
make a determination, the agency ap-
pellate authority shall notify NARA of
the additional time needed and the rea-
son for the extension. The agency ap-
pellate authority shall notify NARA in
writing of the final determination and
of the reasons for any denial. NARA
will provide the researcher a copy of
any notifications.

(e) Furnish to NARA a complete copy
of each document to be released only in
part, clearly marked to indicate the
portions which remain classified.

[49 FR 1344, Jan. 11, 1984. Redesignated at 50
FR 15723, Apr. 19, 1985, and amended at 51 FR
22077, June 18, 1986; 57 FR 21744, May 22, 1992]
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